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Unlearning; strategy to learn more

Adli F.* PhD
*Faculty of Educational Sciences & Psychology, Al-Zahra University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Introduction: Despite the increasing awareness regarding the importance and necessity of learning, its
knowhow, forms and procedures that encourage learning in individuals and organizations, there is very little
knowledge about unlearning. There is little study about what and why of unlearning and the condition in which it
is encouraged. With regard to the importance of unlearning and its role in knowledge transfer and acquisition
process, this paper investigated the unlearning, its necessity and its types.

Conclusion: Unlearning is a continuous change which empowers individuals and organizations for adaptation
with environment and developing new skills. Movement in unlearning curve is deliberate, requires restructuring
and purification of the old procedures. In this process, getting rid of whatever that is not helpful, thoughtful cease
and creating purified environment before new learning are essential. For individual and organizational success,
the balance between learning and unlearning is necessary.

Keywords: Learning, Unlearning, Knowledge Structures

g ool dfaradli@alzahra.ac.ir  Slis 4 Ll acwlss > plos . Jie Lo ys ¢ Jstue sdisgs
AUYIYY illie ool AT/ callie 8l


http://edcbmj.ir/article-1-66-en.html

[ Downloaded from edcbmj.ir on 2025-12-17 ]

s L 1A

e glato b s (slaygly cxiol b cpl 55 g sl laslaslo b o130
il 1) (580l Gy ol 55 g s S e e o]
sl b (Bl (6 50L gy T pe 5 p5OL e300
&Sl patns g inlidl canld cp b pl wilosel "l
‘D)Lﬁ) d)jbb Dgud oo Pl}u] b b J.ol:u 9 5 Q»L.»])J
S o > o350 ol s sl 5L b U] el i3S
o ol Slojlw 5 (63,8 Ll slaylidle yux L1056 0500
b il b oble dlo b tals AnT 8 (b S0k 168 0
)3 sy 9 by da )l dacsylxin dijgly yunsd
55k Jb o 52 9 il e a5l b o aosl ey 2T 8 V]
593 S )leds sl 0} 5 s asu] i gl A s 392 039455
Ll > 9ol 650k sl o)l glad s 5" (Sl | ola)
A]55585 b o (gl olsn b as by ! d«.e;c\bcj B

S50l degammap (o105 6550l 48 0)l> 2939 yeuas pl el
3156 Ll cmal p g 008 Gl ) ggdge cnl Sute el
Iioma 35 g3 Ll 48 ol s [4] Sibors adlba Lol oS o
9 B3 59y 25T @ ©ygpd gh 63 s

2l Gl LS g 50k gl (g Wlgie abjes xS0k

o gladyg) S5 2y (2ol il o)Ll & joblen
5 S5k () ikl Gl 2l > oy sl 4l
(V S o chrogi |) lie 58 8 £ 90 (2bjsnSol
d990 Slodl b ggdge ol [A] sl (stae g1l b 2156550
gyl ol ple Jio plyieds ol ploden dinej cnl 5
Wy olay e 3y98uST Simyd il o (ches AT 1) o8
Ry 9 NS (oo oy (RS 5 (935 I8Ny (1S S 5 sline
yobas il 01350650k p ] (ool e anT)E  igel )b )]
sobods alasls 5l ladygy  bgelyd (0 Lol g 0 rasls iodun
@Sl WS o Ll 9 Has D9dee e 53yl

3350 3> 53] gl (Vg ol Sl siadim (90 e 1 i3
olgen ladda (0lr ) (> )N 352y bag, o)
Caltg 3 3 pSok W e op® 5l g i slaay,
b 3l g 398 e (i b i a4
S Jb o wed sl was g, Ll 06 b wyS e
P35l 5 3k calply S o By 1) (o8 (slaay,
Som 25Tl 6k b sl 59y lojer sk
) & Bl e louy Wlg o 21056 S0L a5 o
5o b b)) ) zossa il (e nSol 5 650k o sl
sl Sl (60 o 5 e [V e ] 30 &) e b (28
3 Lol il o3game @by b dllae cBge Jo )] an oS ol
5L Gy xSl g xSl b oSl anl

Vol. 3, No. 1, Spring 2010

Aol

g (o] g ol glainl calo I 50 gy i
sloaidly 2gd 0 dinS plojen g S0 Ay f G S (o
ol olian gdmd ;0 by ylejl ¢ 01)3l SIS aad e i i
S o9 oal 395 483 ) 5 CE T 0L B g 455e & 3
T sl o5 Jlo 108,53 sy 5 e Olyism 552
ol 93131 [V] 5,8 01556550k (g5 o 436 oS Cannl oy
s5a5 45 1y aosl 1ol Wl 0,80 0k 1) pesrde b )8 4yl 51 LS
‘_gl.(bu»” 9 Ltb)ﬁl) adel )‘).9] S u.:l.))d)j)b ‘JuJI.)L;G JusL;o
CanSs Ciyguo ) ladd g AGS' o bads SV s gl ) 265
Bpde ) e lambll 5 )38 LS ) el b o aslite
9 S (o0 Canglie > slagdyy 9 oyl flie )3 55 aglejle
5 ikt lsbo o 1y el (Jolute (slagspg, 5 oyl Lt ol
ibicallan] 4 ksl 1l 5 Aimd e )5 —lo_balas — poeais
g o 9 Spdydllasl &SIl ) (Y] 29300 e bl
V]S oo 65655k s pdibidlas jl o13jis 150k 9 ol (S35
o ylojlo (1458 o i Slom] s (sl Sl aljeds il
lp b ylojls g8 o 5700058 1w 1L wiles dinlgd o
5 [F] il oolel wimsy o plosl a5 ()8 ya 5l olay g a8 s
a9l5 9 )l s ot pis lgisdr (s Sok pSl S
@ 9 03l B patue s L & Conl (o D9y slad 4
b olpde asls S o)i51)5 5 igel 3 Jolite claan )
051 d)fs-)li 63]9” )| ‘Lmo‘..o)'l.w 9 Jl)é‘ 0 5)9193 oK.ol 5129.\ dlﬁ
5 3L O] Wil 1) w8 sl el Caenl 5 aiil
E330b it Slojlw 9 (63,8 s (glp olaoly slyjs Sl
SR> (59 (2250 x SN 1l & 29 00 plol By

ol dlie Bun (5L ) (b Sk Cuenl 4 255 L
0350 (6050l yol 33 objs S0l Cucnl 5 LS unlo wyy

Ll

v 3 L)
s b LTl Gy 6550k T8 augS e o Simgy
@ dogi bl o 5] 00 a8 il 13565800 Lol ot 5
55 55 b (2Pjs Sk o o Cul (e g5
Wl ly o Ltlly oS 2ol (el il Mol 1] cqy) 51 9
ol gl kit b g o cay yai Cawl 033 JISG padlio oyl 5ol
oz 365 Ml Lo 3 33l 45 sizn nd (slasS)]
930,31 55 sl (ola)lis b .S Lixo g aimd JS5 1y o) b aiS’ o
b Geaie 5 calio Lol ) Yiais] o aitn glite bagylojlo
e gl glslidlo yss 4 SVl baes 5035 5 Conl Lo

s e 5 S Sl B o630 55 (bl 355 o

WAL e ) oyl ¥ 090


http://edcbmj.ir/article-1-66-en.html

[ Downloaded from edcbmj.ir on 2025-12-17 ]

19 pien 50l slp gyl tlo i S ol

I3 Sygps o Ml s 53 s w5 50
ool quie 5 gt Ylainl g o oo s |y oo g (63,3
5 GleMbl 6565, Wiy cCanl alojlu g 1,81 3 s ol
Sl ) S5 5 pslins T (p Lolis 331 ol o il
y5%0 |y (o563l yunis el bty el s ol b 3l
[P el odly jiE sl

5 o8 il (bgel® o (2le Als jo a5 Sk &y
Wgej (S wal S plpde Ay sl e (dase Gl 2 )8
&l o8l (55548 5l coles 5 Bas aoe b ly caslio
3,8l el 2195063853k oyl b sl lagme dyas wlie 5| 2]
S9N e Slygiod Sl 9 ym 4 lpel & laplejle 5
Ciygpd &S Jad o Ll idgh slaaly usaa [IWY] col
alo puo cuilil o [VF] L somins 5 cadS glp abjs Sl
DO] conl f50 30000 6530 325k I iy,

21258 7530 glgil

e 5 sl able by Byo ladys, oSl (I
5 390 o0 plosl Slogil joboay Slay s o &) ool (sl,lis,
S92 ¢ 3 Adgl (6oL oS Cupls Jule oS 8l 0 351 (B
W]

5 b zohw iSOl b &l g @y 2155650k (o
Ao i) dojgly Jols elanl 5 bt (6,80l fclors]
b 1 cul 62,80k Sblee 5 Slogyhe da )
ol (9995 B3 o 59y od g dhwsy phd Sl iz
Ol sl (215653 (Gxie )3 dgmo pjline sdiomy sb)LS)
sl ysl (350 cigto g &l el g (5500 Ghjoel p Stie <S>
wl)l )5 LBy 5 558 Salgd b jslaie ol sl el une
pilins ol bty cigdd delite LS Waazsgel oS 5 (ly 3,31 b 3,8
g by b o jbey b Canl gdos 5 ST 53

o3 bl sl gy 5l )93 9 b fBmes 2B (&
)5 ol pbol L8 slacSuw ol 5o 5 cunl il Spo L )8
33l x5 sladlig, 1,5 sl yd pl 45 095 by b
dodie ok @ (SRSL (Bres 2Pk B9)e o
9w (RS 0 ;b g sl STy 09l (> g 0 latie pud
ol Gees 215 b ol el e S sl lejl
Lol § Cawl puiine g 05 (g50)d0lp 5 (gdas yiaS &S Cowl
w55 oo (i ol ot Bt g S8 JB et
WIS o pSaie |y 4535 gy 2 pas 5 W) o> (2,
S5 adsen sl bl s £y SLSE cul (Sen Joe
A3 ooy |y Glojl g pased

9 2Pis Sk (ot 3 dgmo Cus pudy (2135655 0k lgl glis
(@15 x50k 53 sl s jl gutie 4 A0l 3 pl oS Sl

Vol. 3, No. 1, Spring 2010

DS db isu il eba U dgs e odlel flojle b e
o B menlgs god 3550 Lol o o Glojen”
S5 Sy9pe $as & Cu (pl s g oS 0155 0)bgd
0] b 458 ablio 5| BT slool Gan aSl wgd 15560500
P ol b aplie a8 cul mas cblizel b lagalshb 3454 4
e sl b aolge )3 ol pg8G Jlo > )5 JSb aslS
diuoj 21js 5oL cdls opl > cad o 7y (21056 8L &S Cul
2 215653k 9 653k g S (o0 wal 3 Bres 615 sl
S A8 Sy ol > 553k g o o o
slbe (GilecSh ¢ aldjs ol & Jls )yl (03 asds
Cuol e Blato b ol yors 1ya (gl ybid b Canlgd )3 5 393 90 il

a3 e i 1y o glel 3 Jgas [VY]

25 gl (Vg
) 25 gy
dgrge il sl )kl ioliél g baas S50k
97 b S o sbylisle (Sl 8,0 (650l
Sege il (gl ylislo )3 5 g ol (21855530

21538 53l 955
o9l yobodr i Bres 9 Jate Sy sl o)lgen aglojls 5 5l
Spily olojle g3l dacusls  clalasl diiws 03445 4 5L
5 33l A58 by, aligaio g bas 1) oudd clabo, b a8 o
S wules oo 45" WS o0 3L as 3l (bl el b lojle
u»l.wl); Ll uwl.) u.wl.ul ‘J”‘ .b)juﬁ sL 0)190.&7 9 rb’)j-’
S Bplse A3 Jb ol b 3pdie ool o £ adgpie
JB1) 290 il g0 Yo aol (550 i Sl 6,500
Gl il (S8 Sy J515) 88 JSo |, e
503 o el 6900 el icanlin g yispis 5] 5555l
Sol slor it 6L g d9de S ) pbxl iy,
o8 Cdled Lol gl o alls] dad ewtd cld il
Sl 4 yieS dagi caely NN 9 39 0 al> g Cuwl ol
Jo 53 (ool 5 313) s 51y 5 33,5 o &l Sl
g d9d 0 Colex Cullad I &S Lme s (s Mo Colled
LS o dgdme ) Lds Cld drwgl qrianw (6 p il
wUlg ol o iwd oSl bl gl o Clagsge
oial381 gl o 1y L1888 Ly s (sl ks 5 s bl

.[\Y] ABD o
Sl oo b L €557 51 (o3 i 150k S5 &9y
Wgh Kimlon 5 Gulaie LU Liud Cusdly Cunlio ©)yda) oS

WAL e ) oyl ¥ 090


http://edcbmj.ir/article-1-66-en.html

[ Downloaded from edcbmj.ir on 2025-12-17 ]

GFoele S Y.

21350kl (99,8 (3 (glaylis Lo (ilol 63,8 s
Sppar 3 ol dely g Cunl 0a8 1S g dedg 6)lpl o Slojl
gy (63,8 (2P S S Il )3 05d 0 uSaie lojls
audl 09 oo iy (938 M) gl g 29 es S8 plojl

[£15,8 slade |y Gun 93 opl g5 0

21258 753k Flge g el

5 Somn ) Glojlo 5 99,8 bk auld w5 o
5 Joo8 (Gpdy €508 1L ol 5> Cuge (gl Canl (s g
Llae ool 555 @ bled )8 S ) ol&s] 4y s (S48
wubly s sla jbgy 4 o g wlus! (S& gl cud b g i
Caelond g iod (> 9 (5)lop b o LUS 2 lu ] Jood Ul
2Pk Sl oS Wan ola Shy lped S, L ply
Sy 9 ol (50)yd Kb g 035 (ypizmen LBl oo (55905
b9y b sl (2hjis 53k S yome Wl oo i3 ) (31 plox]
0,8 S o)l paloplonl Jub sl o9, 5 oyl & o 50
Sopiana b Aits G35 03100 4 Lol 4l 590 53 15,5 i
Lm)llab‘eb.\m.c dMo]bd.Q?‘?nslbo.bA:)l ‘;‘9M93)9>)l)
9 e ol el saen ccilloe ) lSo | piine i g oS
seluibse 2156550k sy 2lop3ilSo plgisds o st 4
IY] Sloas u_e)m

e Y 15l il g coue gl b ISl
oo el pas psluol g cole Jols (938 gdaws >
35 lojlo caoglis g Slojlo g 3 B lyguas dmarslisl
Copased it 4 Culad g (G pdysnotay Sl ol
Slyr Bjye g by di i iy 9o (5 M)l (ol
23 o bcblas] acgasme oyl ) itnl 9 Ll o dgmgas plas cole,
oyl (29,5 gaw 53 S (o0 Cuw |y (2Pjs Sk Slojle
sljloxin 885 adl 5l oo dga50 1y o Sl (i
S wgele @8lio aSly hiS co5 a5 |y (2Pjs Sk (295
o 48 din LY Ll b diolad 5 (655 s laidl cmlio
Pisxl Ko gl gdio Slajle bjyl le
&S s S, L duslie bl s eu a8 LS, Slojle
3390 sla jigy 4 o3l Ailad Lo lojle aSiy) aoMs Laly o
e slais 9 [VW] Wb oo 2Bjs30L mlo g wlod S wole
Cgpe 939)0 N ol adia (gl 6k e Slojls
Cygpd S oy 4 > 28 e e Gl 1)
Sl onl & 23 i I s ]y 22 b (2Pjs S

Vol. 3, No. 1, Spring 2010

dgi Ll g 0 03905 (6 353L ¢ pasd (gl o)l ST
o b dod e aSl s Jad S ojs Sl a5 s S
Lol sl oo b a8 ol (Sen oo (pl 0 S 9 ol
(s Wlod 35y sh ol )3 A8 (oo (2155 S0k & pased
Elgl & Jgdo Cums g 03,8 ST 1) g cpl Il oS

S o i 1y oldiie Sl

i eyl (Y Jgae

SR DL
e glacle s ol gla)ldy pmaw )3 yuss Wayg,
o) Uagl e coslarnl = 5L closls) o )3 i (3393
S sla gy e g )5 ol plosl sla by, )yt oS
21258753k T ok

gaw 3 29 00 plonl (Slojlo 5 (63,8 aw 93 3 (abjs Sk
lyome Jls (Sod ©)le @y el S 6p 4 iled «s0,8
(559910 e oo S oSl (b O 4y i o ay
Wl ol (g3l B 09 o ploul 0 pé g Canasud (gl Sl
3P oo b plg g Lol ganlp el wsS o Ste
Sl x5k & jls sl S sy b s 4 le | j
aslp ) (8 b a1 5 09 00 331 (21jis 53k gle iy
L) iYL wenlae (5550

Gy ol b 3l re slaciand Wb 0 j3 0,8 (038 paw
S Gae)l5 WS gl Cungd prine g e SYsb Gloj ©e
@ ol g Cunl 3L )3 plojles (atielad gl (6)5 (ybg) ders
2 2P pSol WEsl ded oual pl 030 Gldes zlad
V] casl (63,8 o

a5l 5 sl ol e hato 5 s o silojls gans
G glaie At 5 diejls Wiy canslio Wb &8 bojls 2ol
9935 oo SIS lojl ) g S 0l i g lis 5l Slejls
9 99b g0 uSale Cpdo sallad 5 s3]yl dacs a5
0ag) ol » Mede ol o] sl p pliedy;
12553650k 22]8 395 00 040l 55 5 6350k s xSk
SHludon Bos 5l (ISl 45Ky & s e i Slojle
ot [V ] b aslil (29,5 maw 53 9 390 g9, (63,8
2 @RSl piliee plojle gaw )3 (26Ol s
S 0, 32y Jlatol (pl cggdge cnl 0f)y 4 anl (63,5 v
Al ol S casdly

2133529 Slojleo b (63,8 (235653 (m (63LAT vy o0 Jliey
Sy gl bis plas Blalojlgen ¢ Slojl (o1ji6 553k Ban
P @il Gas oS Jb sl eww)y dlaidl zile )

WAL e ) oyl ¥ 090


http://edcbmj.ir/article-1-66-en.html

[ Downloaded from edcbmj.ir on 2025-12-17 ]

T e 5ok sl 625t S0k
&b
1- Starbuck HW. Unlearning what we knew and rediscovering
what we could have known. Scand ] Manag. 2009;25(2):240-2.
2- Starbuck HW. Unlearning ineffective or obsolete
technologies. Int J Technol Manag. 1996;11(7):725-37.
3- Akgun AE, Byrne JC, Lynn GS, Keskin H. New product
development in turbulent environments: Impact of
improvisation and unlearning on new productperformance. J
Eng Technol Manag. 2007;24(3):203-30.
4- Hock WD. How the Decision maker processes can help
organizations unlearn how can you get employees to accept
change? [cited 2006, Apr 6]. Available from:
http://www.decisionmaker.com/apps/org.htm
5- Becker K. Unlearning as a driver of sustainable change and
innovation: Three Australian case studies. Int J Technol
Manag. 2008;42(1-2):89-106.
6- Gustavsson B. Three cases and some ideas on individual
and Organizational re-and unlearning. England: University of
Essex; 1999. Presented at: 6th Workshop on Managerial and
Organizational Cognition, 1999 June 1-3 [cited 2005, June 18].
Available from: www.fek.su.se.
7- Akgun AE, Byrne JC, Lynn GS. Organizational learning: A
socio cognitive framework. ] Hum Relations. 2003;56(7):839-
68.

ZWARY BN T JCEN VS St A S PVRLK GES ATCIEUR VI WEU B KSR
AYAY

9- Tsang EWK. Transferring knowledge to acquisition joint
ventures: An organizational unlearning perspective. J Manag
Learn. 2008;39(1):5-20.

10- TsangEWK,ZahraSA.Strategicmanagement&organization
department, carlson school of management at the University of
Minnesota.JHum Relations.2008;61(10):1435-62.

11- Vaijayanthi P. Learning to unlearn—The paradigm of 21st
century change management. [updated 2006, Jan 5; cited 2006,
Apr 15]. Available from: www.iimk.ac.in/mktgabstracts/P
Vaijayanthi.

12- Rushmer R, Davies HTO. Unlearning in health care. Qual
Saf Health Care. 2004;13;(10):15.

13- Gustavsson B. The transcendent character of the company.
Int J Hum Resour Dev Manag. 2003;3(1):17-28.

13- Cegarra-Navarro JG, Eldridge S, Martinez-Martinez A.
Managing environmental knowledge through unlearning in
Spanish  hospitality companies. J Environ Psychol.
2010;30(2):249-57.

14- Casillas José C, Acedo Francisco J, Barbero José L.
Learning, unlearning and internationalisation: Evidence from
the pre-export phase. J Inform Manag. 2010;30(2):162-73.
15- Cegarra-Navarro JG, Sanchez P, Maria T. Linking
unlearning and relational capital through organisational
relearning. ] Human Resourc Dev Manag. 2007;7(1):37-52.
16- Gustavsson B. The transcendent character of the company.
Inter J] Hum Resourc Dev Manag. 2003;3(1):17-28.

17- Antonacopoulou EP. Impact and scholarship: Unlearning
and practising to co-create actionable knowledge. J] Manag
Learn. 2009;40(4):421-30.

Vol. 3, No. 1, Spring 2010

2l 213550k )0 Sgey JSL 2 o | s I Culibge
DIV 0,5 0 o 1) plojle plas (g0 Ailen

9695 2 lysle (2baJlgt Canl Jlgis (e (abjs 50k
O olualys 5 48300 Big 553k Jos b L) o S 12
Sz Glgieds GBI cnl 2, 90 S )3 50k wul g S
L 5 2 5L S o ol |y L 55 a8 ol dmwss (1,
i e g bl b g e S o KT |y bncdles
Ln 25 59y 35 po3 el S b S oo Sgaea |y (6 S0k, Yiass
09 o 311 2990 Sl S 5 (6))SS sla gt ylas
& o)lgen sl Sl 653k 2 &S Amd o g5 £9090 (il
B 55 po5 d2l9 3,5 o JSB a5 69y (213506 350k w3 s0d
s g e o i |y (gyghd 2)8 &S Cunl Was glaJlotw
DIV S o G |y (625K 9 929

S 325 4ol
Sl (sl 1 Uaslasl o 31,51 &S ol yoto e (21306 ,53L
e 0 S S g0 Nailgh e o) lpe drgi g Laea b
9 220m0 (3LoyliBlo piliuse g Cosl (gdos (IS iSOk
&S 4:>oT il el .\J)_e o) 9wl a8 sladygy (silwSL
sl Sb(nd slad 35 g ailSite B3 g s b ;503
I Sond 650k 255 (o ool Cuwsl )9p5 Nt 0L
By ol ) Cudbse 5 s (680 4l e g sl iy
53k (Gt Sl dgmo o Sl (pl sy o Jlaidy oy 51 593
e 5l dgmo ol K00 w9 cul w1l e lasd
i dags & nglailr 5 31 oSl ol aloics 53k
)l ol g Casl 5,0 sl B o)ligy gl 550k
O ol Y Glojls g (63,8 Cudbgo gl A8 o Joad Jos 4
iy ol el dbol ol aheSal b g8l
a b oyloile sl 1y (6030 oal5d Cuadl 365 L Slyjis,u80L
o €85 b wl @Sl wly 1) el ol
$93 0 & 35 dog &S5 ol 4wl BT 5 09d s,k
o con n dis Jb (2Bl 5 xSok) Ll
'C)T Juato & Cuwl yow pome (S55S g aloplul Jlad dLasJ.:.J)é

WAL e ) oyl ¥ 090


http://edcbmj.ir/article-1-66-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

